
Worcestershire Waits
An opportunity for young instrumentalists and 
singers aged 10–18 to explore the exciting sounds of 
music from the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century.

 ɶ Rehearsals

 ɶ Special events

 ɶ Performances

Parent/Carer details (please print)
Title & Initials

Surname

Postcode

E-mail

Telephone

Work phone

Emergency tel.

I give my permission for my child to take part, 
and I enclose my cheque for £30 (made payable to 
Worcestershire County Council)

Parent’s/Carer’s signature:

✄

Worcestershire Waits is run by Worcestershire Arts 
Education. For more information contact:

Elizabeth Smith 
Worcestershire Arts Education 
The Elgar Centre 
Crown East Lane 
Lower Broadheath 
Worcester WR2 6RH

01905 333505

e-mail: ESmith@worcestershire.gov.uk



What are Waits?
In the Middle Ages, many European towns and cities had bands that played music 
(often very loudly) for important occasions. In England, these bands were called Waits 
and some bands survived into the nineteenth century.

What is Worcestershire Waits?
Worcestershire Waits is a music group for young people that gives them the 
opportunity to learn and perform a wide range of historical music, from medieval 
dance music to 18th-century sonatas, using both instruments and voices. This type of 
music is usually called Early Music.

Who is it for?
Worcestershire Waits is for young people aged 10 to 18. There is a group in Worcester 
for those of grade 4-8 standard, and two new groups in Bromsgrove (Bromsgrove Junior Waits and Bromsgrove 
Waits). We are happy to take players of grade 2 and up and singers of any level for the Bromsgrove Junior Waits. 
When students are ready to move to the Bromsgrove (Senior) Waits, we will invite them. Members do not have to 
take any exams to join.

Who will lead the sessions?
Worcestershire Waits will be led by teachers who specialise in Early Music. They will use their knowledge of this 
type of music to help members play and sing in styles that might have been used by the music’s original performers. 
Some members will have the chance to try musical instruments from the past, such as viols or shawms. Members don’t 
need to know anything about Early Music to join the group. The leaders will help you prepare for performances, and 
we will perform at least once per term.

When and where does it take place?
Worcestershire Waits will take place on Thursdays during school term times.

Times are as follows:

 ɶ Worcester Waits: 5.00-6.30pm, Blessed Edward Oldcorne Catholic College

 ɶ Bromsgrove Waits: 5.00-6.30pm, North Bromsgrove High School

 ɶ Bromsgrove Junior Waits Spring term 2010: 3.30-4.30pm, Parkside Middle School 
     from Summer term 2010: 4.00-5.00pm, North Bromsgrove High School

From time to time, all the Bromsgrove members will have a half-hour session between 5pm and 5.30pm when they 
play and sing together.

What does it cost?
It costs £30 per term to participate in the programme.

Interested?
Either contact Dr Micaela Schmitz (musica@earlymusic.org) or Elizabeth Smith at Worcestershire Arts Education 
(ESmith@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 333505).

If you want to apply to join, please ask your parent or 
guardian to complete this tear-off slip and return it to:

FAO M Schmitz 
(Worcestershire Waits) 
1 Leamington Road 
Broadway 
Worcestershire WR12 7EF

We will confirm the ensemble placement of your child 
with you.

Applicant’s details (please print)
Forename

Surname

Date of birth

Address

Postcode

School

School year

Applying for

(tick only one)

 ❒ Worcestershire Waits

 ❒ Bromsgrove Waits

 ❒ Bromsgrove Junior Waits

I sing  ❒ yes  ❒ no grade?

I play
(instrument) (grade)

I also play

Other groups I 
already sing or 
play in

(continues over...)


